
 

 
 
 
 

CLUTCH CLINIC  
BLACKFRIARS 
GLOUCESTER 

 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAMME OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS 
 
 
 
 
 

CA PROJECT: 1757 
CA REPORT: 04184 

 
 
 
 
 

Author: Kelly Saunders 

Approved: 
 

Signed: 

Cliff Bateman 
 

……………………………………………………………. 

Issue:  01 Date:  NOVEMBER 2004 

 
 
 

This report is confidential to the client. Cotswold Archaeology accepts no responsibility or liability to any 
third party to whom this report, or any part of it, is made known. Any such party relies upon this report 
entirely at their own risk. No part of this report may be reproduced by any means without permission. 

 
© Cotswold Archaeology 

Headquarters Building, Kemble Business Park, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 6BQ 
Tel. 01285 771022  Fax. 01285 771033  E-mail:info@cotswoldarch.org.uk 

 



Blackfriars Clutch Clinic, Gloucester: Archaeological Watching Brief 

 2 

© Cotswold Archaeology 

 

CONTENTS 
 

SUMMARY ..................................................................................................................... 4 

1. INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................ 5 

2. RESULTS .......................................................................................................... 7 

3. DISCUSSION ..................................................................................................... 11 

4. CA PROJECT TEAM .......................................................................................... 12 

5. REFERENCES ................................................................................................... 13 

APPENDIX 1:  CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS ................................................................... 14 

APPENDIX 2: THE FINDS .............................................................................................. 16 

APPENDIX 3: LEVELS OF PRINCIPAL DEPOSITS AND STRUCTURES ...................... 17 

APPENDIX 4: MEDIEVAL ARCHITECTURAL STONEWORK BY KIRSTY RODWELL .. 18 

 

 



Blackfriars Clutch Clinic, Gloucester: Archaeological Watching Brief 

 3 

© Cotswold Archaeology 

 

 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 
 

Fig. 1 Site location plan (1;25,000) 

Fig. 2 Location of area of works (1:500) 

Fig. 3 Location of groundworks (1:500) 

Fig. 4 Building 1 prior to demolition  

Fig. 5 Building 1 to floor slab, buildings 2 and 6 rooves removed 

Fig. 6 Building 1. floor slab removed 

Fig. 7 Cloister area turfed at end of works 

Fig. 8 Building 1, south facing wall   

Fig. 9   Building 1, north and west facing walls  

Fig. 10   Area 4, section and photograph (1:20) 

Fig. 11a Area 9, plan (1:20) 

Fig. 11b  Area 9, photograph showing remnants of brick paving 

Fig. 12a Area 10, north-west facing section (1:20) 

Fig. 12b Area 10, photograph of north-west facing section    



Blackfriars Clutch Clinic, Gloucester: Archaeological Watching Brief 

 4 

© Cotswold Archaeology 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Site Name:  Blackfriars Clutch Clinic 

Location:  Gloucester, Gloucestershire 

NGR:   SO 8290 1840 

Type:   Building recording, evaluation, watching brief 

Date:   13 May- 10 August 2004 

Location of Archive: to be deposited with Gloucester City Museum and Art Gallery. 

Retained medieval architectural stone deposited with English 

Heritage  

Site Code:  BFG 04 

 

 

Archaeological investigations, consisting of building recording, evaluation and a watching 

brief, were undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology during groundworks associated with the 

demolition of structures formerly known as the ‘Clutch Clinic’ at Blackfriars, Gloucester.    

 

Re-deposited clay, possibly associated with the infilling of the outer ditch of the Norman 

castle which stood previously on this site, was observed in two areas, overlain in both 

instances by apparently in situ medieval tiles from the floor of the medieval Friary cloister 

walk. A large amount of re-used medieval masonry was also recovered from the demolition 

of the buildings.  

 



Blackfriars Clutch Clinic, Gloucester: Archaeological Watching Brief 

 5 

© Cotswold Archaeology 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Between May and August 2004 Cotswold Archaeology (CA) carried out a drawn and 

photographic building survey, evaluation and an archaeological watching brief for 

Fielden Clegg Bradley Architects LLP, on behalf of the South West Regional 

Development Agency (SWRDA) at the site known as the ‘Clutch Clinic’, Blackfriars, 

Gloucester  (centred on NGR: SO 8290 1840; Fig. 1). 

 

1.2 The archaeological works were undertaken to fulfil the requirements of Scheduled 

Monument Consent granted for the demolition of modern structures associated with 

the Clutch Clinic within the area of the medieval Dominican friary of Blackfriars. The 

objective of the building survey was to record the structures prior to demolition and 

identify any re-used or in situ medieval fabric. The evaluation, in the form of trial pits,  

were excavated to determine the nature of buried deposits and structures and to 

inform the demolition process, and the objective of the watching brief was to record 

all archaeological remains exposed during the development. 

 

1.3 The archaeological fieldwork was carried out in accordance a Written Scheme of 

Investigation (WSI) produced by CA (2004) and approved by English Heritage in 

advance of the works. The fieldwork followed the Standard and Guidance for an 

archaeological watching brief and Standard and Guidance for archaeological 

evaluation issued by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (2001) and the 

Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991). 

 

 The site 
 

1.4 The site lies to the west of Gloucester town centre, close to the present day docks. It 

is located in a triangle of land bounded to the west by Ladybellegate Street, to the 

north by Blackfriars, and to the south by Commercial Road. The Friary itself 

occupies the north and western part of the triangle (Fig. 2). The site lies at 

approximately 16.7m AOD. 

 

1.5 The site contains the upstanding remains of the medieval friary of Blackfriars, 

although the structures of the central cloister and southern end of the east range 

have been removed and the west range has been greatly altered to create a row of 

terraced houses. In the area created by the removal of the medieval buildings at the 
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south-eastern corner of the claustral range and the construction of a linked single 

storey building within the cloister, last occupied by a garage and car showroom, but 

at present empty. The construction of these buildings had raised the ground above 

the modern level of the cloister by between 0.7 and 1.1m. 

  

1.6 The underlying geology of the area is mapped as mainly Lower Lias Clay of the 

Lower Jurassic era (British Geological Survey 1981). This was not encountered 

during groundworks. 

 

 Archaeological background 
 

1.7 An extensive historical appraisal has previously been undertaken for the site (Root 

2004). While it is not intended to repeat this information in its entirety, this work 

indicates that the proposed demolition works are sited within an area of high 

archaeological potential. In particular the site falls within the area of Scheduled 

Monument Glos. 116 (Blackfriars), lying within the area of the central cloister and the 

east range of the friary. Previous investigations have shown the preservation of the 

cloister walk in many places along its circuit (Donel and Orbasli 2002, 23-24), and 

the presence of two medieval arches beneath building 7 (Root 2004, np). This 

indicates the possible presence of previously unrecorded structural remains within 

the proposed area of demolition 

 

1.8 Blackfriars was founded c. AD 1239 as a Dominican friary. After its dissolution in 

1539 it was purchased by Thomas Bell; he remodelled the church as a domestic 

property and the claustral buildings as a cloth manufactory.  There were subsequent 

other alterations throughout the post-medieval period but the principal periods of 

more major alterations affecting the structures were in the third quarter of the 19th 

century and again in the mid 20th century during construction of the Mineral Water 

Works and Westgate Motor House respectively. 

 

1.9 The individual history of the modern buildings to be demolished is detailed below 

(numbers refer to those used by Fielden Clegg Bradley Architects. 

 

Building 1 (Garage Workshop) 

Originally built c. 1874-7 as part of the Mineral Water Works, although much altered 

in 1955. It comprises an agglomeration of structures including elements of the 

cloister garth and boundary walls. 
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Building 2 (Garage Workshop) 

Built c. 1954 as a lean-to structure for Westgate Motor House. 

 

Building 5 (Office and Lavatories) 

Built c. 1955 for Westgate Motor House. Comprises a single storey brick built 

structure with flat roof. 

 

Building 6 (Covered Area) 

Built c. 1955 for Westgate Motor House. Comprises a metal-framed roof structure 

supported by surrounding brick walls. 

 

Methodology 
 

1.10 The fieldwork followed the methodology set out within the WSI (CA 2004). The 

building recording and the excavation of trial pits was carried out prior to demolition 

works, and an archaeologist was present during all intrusive groundworks, 

comprising the demolition of the structures located within the cloister (Buildings 1 

and 2) and the removal of the made ground down to modern cloister level, and the 

removal of the roof, internal walls, and concrete floor of Buildings 5 and 6 

 

1.11 Written, graphic and photographic records were compiled in accordance with the CA 

Technical Manual 1: Excavation Recording Manual (1996), with Building 1 being 

recorded to RCHME Level 3 (RCHME 1996). 

 

1.12 The site archive and, subject to the agreement of the legal landowner, the finds will 

be deposited with Gloucester City Museum and Art Gallery; the exception to this is 

the retention by English Heritage of selected pieces of medieval architectural 

stonework recovered during the demolition works.     

 

2. RESULTS 

 Building Recording 

2.1 Prior to the demolition of Building 1 the structure was recorded both photographically 

and by hand drawn elevation (Figs 4-9). As they were of modern brick construction 

only the visible straight joints within the fabric of the north and west elevations were 
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recorded at 1:20. The small brick wall against which the northern wall of Building 1 

was constructed was also recorded. The southern elevation was recorded in detail 

at 1:20 due to the considerable amount of re-used medieval masonry visible within 

the post-medieval brick wall, and the possibility that in situ medieval masonry may 

have existed (Fig. 8). These elevation drawings are not represented in this report, 

with the agreement of English Heritage, as no in situ masonry was uncovered, and 

have been deposited in the archive. Building 1 had no connection with any 

upstanding medieval fabric, only to modern alterations to the south-east corner of 

the southern range and to building two. During the hand demolition approximately 

165 pieces of medieval carved stone were recovered. A detailed catalogue of this 

material was prepared by Kirsty Rodwell, and this is included within this report as 

Appendix  

 

 Test Pits 

2.2 Five Test Pits (TP) were excavated within the area of the Clutch Clinic to examine 

condition and arrangement of any wall foundations in these areas, and to determine 

whether any possible medieval remains survived (Fig. 3, TP1-4, TP6).  

 

2.3  TP1 was carried out prior to the removal of the floor slab of Building 1 to determine 

the nature of its foundations. Concrete and brick foundations 102 were observed, 

cutting through post-medieval garden soils 104 and 105, to 16.29m AOD, a level 

below the required new formation level. 

 

2.4 TP2 was carried out during the removal of an oil tank, and was found to contain only 

modern brick rubble. 

 

2.5 TP3 was originally placed to examine the foundations of large chimney stack but its 

position was altered with the agreement of English Heritage and placed centrally 

within Building 1. A rubble build up under the floor slab was removed by machine 

exposing garden soil 301, containing 19th-century artefacts, extending to below the 

required formation level. 

 

2.6 TP4 was placed to determine the relationship between Buildings 1 and 6, and to 

examine the material used to build up the area (Fig. 10). This pit was excavated by 

machine under close observation and a number of rubble and dump layers were 

encountered relating to various phases in the more recent history of Blackfriars, 

including deposit 402 which contained Talbot Mineral Water bottles of the late 19th 



Blackfriars Clutch Clinic, Gloucester: Archaeological Watching Brief 

 9 

© Cotswold Archaeology 

 

century. At the base of the test pit, running north to south, a limestone wall 406 was 

encountered, cutting through deposit 408, which contained 19th-century artefacts.  

 

2.7 TP6 was located to determine whether any evidence of the return in the south-east 

corner of the claustral range remained. On removal of the concrete surface, a series 

of large concrete encased petrol tanks were uncovered. These had been inserted 

and backfilled with sand and brick rubble. As it seemed highly unlikely that any 

significant medieval structure would survive, it was agreed that no further excavation 

was necessary. 

 

 Watching Brief 
2.8 During the demolition works another four areas were investigated (Fig. 3, Areas 7-

10). Area 7, to the north of TP4, contained a modern blue engineering brick ramp, 

linking Buildings 1 and 6. Area 8 was investigated during the partial removal of the 

foundations of the southern wall of Building 1. An area of fired clay tiles were 

observed at 16.26m AOD. The tiles, the largest of which measured 5’’ by 8’, ’were 

set in a roughly north-east/south-west direction, and were laid on a mid-green sandy 

clay 804. These were recorded and left in situ. 

 

2.9 Areas 9 and 10 were uncovered during the clearing of rubble and creation of an 

earth ramp under what was Building 2. Area 9 (Fig. 11) consisted of an area of 

brown-grey sandy silt 903, onto which an area of regular brick paving 902, at 

16.48m AOD, was laid. This contained an area of sunken brickwork, presumably to 

act as a drain. Area 10 was investigated after the removal of a hydraulic car jack. At 

the base of the area a mid-green re-deposited clay 1004 was observed, although its 

full depth was not reached. Over this were narrow bands of clay and mortar over 

which was placed an area of tiling 1007 at 16.18m AOD.  Finally rubble and garden 

soil deposits 1009, 1010, 1008, were then covering this.  Across the rest of the 

watching brief area, only modern deposits were removed and no archaeological 

remains were encountered.  

 

 The Finds 

2.10 A total of 164 architectural fragments were recovered from the demolition of the 

south wall of Building 1. A full report and catalogue prepared by Kirsty Rodwell is 

contained within Appendix 4. In summary, the assemblage of fragments falls within 

the range of mouldings recovered from the Blackfriars as a whole and ranges in date 

from the 13th to the 19th century. Some of the 13th-century window fragments may 
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be derived from the east range; 14th-century pieces appear to be derived from 

alterations to the church. Fifteenth-century fragments form the most distinctive 

group, including part of a monument and a quantity of mouldings which are probably 

derived from the east window of the chapter house or a traceried panel beneath it. 

Post-medieval fragments reflect subsequent industrial uses of the site. 

 

2.11 Quantities of post-medieval pottery, clay tobacco pipes, glass, ceramic building 

material, animal bone, oyster shell, plaster and worked bone were recovered from 

nine contexts.  

 

2.12 A total of 61 sherds of post-medieval and modern pottery (1418g) was recovered 

from six contexts. The pottery types present include transfer printed china, hand 

painted china, flowerpot-type earthenware, yellow slipware, English salt-glazed 

stoneware, black glazed earthenware, creamware and ‘Mocha’ ware. Sherds from a 

transfer printed china vessel from deposit 403 display a backstamp reading ‘H. 

Wileman Foley Stone China’. The stamp indicates that the china plates were 

produced in the Foley area of Staffordshire by H. Wileman between 1860 and 1910, 

after which time the factory is renamed.  

 

2.13 A total of 91 fragments of clay tobacco pipe, weighing 180g were recovered from 

five contexts. The majority of fragments consist of undiagnostic stem fragments. 

Three bowls and these were compared against Oswald’s simplified general typology 

(Oswald 1975). Nineteenth century dating is suggested for all three on the basis 

(Appendix 2). The bowl from 408 features the initials ‘RM ‘ to its spur.  

 

2.14 Building material includes ceramic pantile fragment from deposit 103, and ceramic 

floor tile and plaster from 1007. The four joining fragments of plain glazed floor tile 

from deposit 1007 are of likely later medieval or earlier post-medieval date.  

 

2.15 Three complete though unstratified glass bottles were recovered. All date no earlier 

than the late 19th century and feature moulded inscriptions referring to ‘Talbot and 

Co Mineral Water Gloucester’. 

 

2.16  A worked bone brush head of 17th century or later date was recovered from deposit 

408. Characteristic copper staining is present on the back surface and the front 

surface displays four rows of holes where the bristle tufts would have been secured. 
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2.17 A small assemblage of animal bone was recovered from four deposits. The species 

identified were sheep/goat and pig, the remainder being classified as sheep-sized 

and cow-sized.  Signs of butchery were noted on bone from deposits; 104, 301 and 

408. Gnawing by dogs was observed on bones from deposits 104, 105 and 301. The 

animal bone is likely to represent domestic waste which dogs had some access to 

prior to burial. Three fragments of oyster (Ostrea edulis) were found in deposit 104. 

 

3. DISCUSSION 

3.1  The information obtained can be split into four main periods of activity, that prior to 

the construction of Blackfriars, the activity associated with the friary, post-medieval 

activity after the dissolution, and the 19th and 20th centuries. 

 

 3.2 Prior to the foundation of Blackfriars the site was occupied by the Norman motte and 

bailey castle. Previous excavations within the east range have uncovered a large 

deposit of blue clay that is believed to relate to the outer bailey ditch, filled in prior to 

the construction of the friary with the material initially excavated to provide an 

internal bank (Hurst 1984, 79). It is probable therefore that the re-deposited clay in 

areas 8 and 10 relate to this phase of activity. Although no dating material was 

recovered from them, they do lie almost directly below two tiled surfaces which 

evidence suggests are the remains of the medieval cloister walk. A tiled floor, 

believed to be the cloister walk, has been previously excavated in the north-east 

corner of the cloister at 16.2m AOD (Donel and Orbasli 2002, 23), only 20mm higher 

than that found in Area 10. The length of the southern walk was also excavated for 

drainage, and exposed the base of the lavatorium and associated tile pavement at 

16.25m AOD (ibid., 24), only 10mm lower than that found close by in area 8.  

 

 3.3 Post-dissolution the building itself appears to have changed very little, the whole 

being under one owner until its purchase by Samuel Cockrell in 1711 (Root 2004, 

np). The cloister area was recorded as being a single garden in 1781, the south-east 

corner was then sold around 1802, an area that became the garage workshop 

Building 1 (ibid, np). This accounts for the ‘garden soil’ present across the site as 

deposits 104, 105, 301 and 1008, which contained post-medieval artefacts. Between 

1851 and 1884 (ibid, np, Figs 9 & 10), the area sold off within the cloister was built 

upon, creating a freestanding building not connected with the south or east ranges. 

This original build is represented by the southern wall of Building 1 and structure 



Blackfriars Clutch Clinic, Gloucester: Archaeological Watching Brief 

 12 

© Cotswold Archaeology 

 

406. The pathway that ran between this building and the eastern range of the 

cloister is probably represented by brick surface 902. The drainage channel runs 

north to south, the direction of the path, and is 0.28m higher than the cloister walk in 

this area. A short wall, c.1.3m high, is abutted by the modern northern wall of 

Building 1, and it is probable that this is all that remains of the original northern wall 

of Building 1, or the last garden wall prior to construction. 

 

 3.4 In the modern period building one was linked to the rest of the claustral range. 

Previous excavation by Kirsty Rodwell has shown that during the alterations by the 

Talbot Mineral Water factory in the late 19th century to create a level loading area in 

the east end of the southern range, a backfill of loose building debris and bottles 

was introduced, overlain by a vitrified blue brick floor (Root 2004, np). This closely 

resembles deposits 403 and 405, which contained a large amount of brick rubble 

and glass bottles, which were lower than the blue brick ramp found to the north in 

area 7, and suggests that this is part of the late 19th-century refurbishment of the 

south-east corner of the cloister. The area was altered again with the insertion of 

concrete floors and ramps between Buildings 7 and 6, and between Buildings 6 and 

1, probably as part of the conversion of the premises into a car shown room and 

garage in 1955 (ibid, np). This also led to the insertion of the oil tank in the position 

of test pit 2, and the large petrol tanks in the area of test pit 6, all of which were 

backfilled with rubble and builders sand. 

 

3.5 In conclusion, the work carried out during the demolition of the clutch clinic 

workshops, although mainly concerned with the removal of modern material, has 

confirmed the further presence of medieval deposits in the south and west claustral 

walk. It has also provided a large collection of re-used medieval stonework and 

presented further information concerning the construction and alteration of building 

one and the south-east corner of the cloistral range. 

4. CA PROJECT TEAM  

Fieldwork was undertaken by Kelly Saunders, who also compiled this report. The 

illustrations were prepared by Peter Moore and Jemma Elliott. The archive has been 

compiled by Kelly Saunders, and prepared for deposition by Teresa Gilmore. The 

project was managed for CA by Cliff Bateman and the report edited by Mark Collard.  
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APPENDIX 1:  CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 

Test Pit 1 
 
101 Topsoil. Dark brown grey slightly sandy silt with fragments of mortar and charcoal. 0.07m deep 
102 Wall Foundation. Brick, stone and tile fragments in mid yellow orange sandy mortar. 0.34m visible 
103 Subsoil. Dark brown grey slightly sandy silt. Frequent fragments of charcoal and mortar, occasional 

brick. 0.23m deep 
104 Deposit. Medium brown grey slightly sandy silt with large mid grey clay inclusions and frequent 

fragments of mortar. 0.09m deep 
105 Deposit. Dark brown clay with frequent fragments of mortar, charcoal and stone. 0.04m visible 
106 Cut for wall 102, wall butted up to cut. 0.34m visible 
 
 
 
Test Pit 2 
 
201 Oil tank 
202 Rubble backfill 
203 Concrete plinth 
 
 
Test Pit 3 
 
301 Deposit. Dark slightly brown grey slightly sandy silt with frequent flecks of charcoal and occasional 

fragments of mortar. 0.38m deep 
 
 
Test Pit 4 
 
401 Deposit. Orange brick and sandstone rubble. 0.64m deep 
402 Deposit. Very dark grey ashy silt with occasional brick and stone fragments. 0.14m deep 
403 Deposit. Very dark grey slightly ashy silt with frequent large brick and ashlar fragments. 0.3m deep 
404 Wall. Orange brick. 0.64m high 
405 Deposit. Mid cream brown friable mortar with occasional fragments of stone mortar. 0.09m deep 
406 Wall. Ashlar blocks bonded by fraible cream mortar. 0.26m visible 
407 Cut for wall 406. 0.26m visible 
408 Deposit. Dark grey silt with occasional mortar fragments. 0.26m visible 
409 Deposit. Dark grey purple friable ash. 0.04m deep 
410 Deposit. Dark grey friable ash and cinders. 0.06m deep 
 
    
 
  Test Pit 6 
 
601 Deposit. Poured concrete. 0.15m deep 
602 Deposit. Mid orange sand and frequent large brick fragments. Not excavated 
603 Structure. Concrete casing for petrol tanks. Not excavated 
   
 
Test Pit 7 
 
701 Blue brick ramp. 3.4m x  m 0.93m 
   
 
Test Pit 8 
 
801 Deposit. Dark brown grey slightly sandy silt. 0.36m deep 
802 Wall. Re-used large ashalr blocks in friable cream mortar. 
803 Deposit. Area laid with red bricks in a rough semi-circle. 0.4m by 0.9m 
804 Deposit. Mid greenish grey sandy clay with frequent flecks of mortar, stone and charcoal. Not excavated 
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Test Pit 9 
 
901 Deposit. Mixed soil, brick and stone rubble deposit. Depth unknown 
902 Deposit. Brick lined path/ drainage channel 
903 Deposit. Dark brown grey sandy silt. Not excavated 
   
 
Test Pit 10 
 
1001 Cut for insertion of hydraulic ram. 1.09m deep  
1002 Deposit. Poured concrete. Not excavated 
1003 Deposit. Poured concrete. 0.29m deep 
1004 Deposit. Mid green clay with yellow lens and occasional fragments of mortar. 0.65m visible 
1005 Deposit. Friable yellow mortar with occasional fragments of red sandstone. 0.06m deep 
1006 Deposit. Mid grey clay silt including a lens of fine mortar fragments. 0.07m deep 
1007 Deposit. Square red tiles laid on a compact fine cream gravel mortar. 0.12m deep 
1008 Deposit. Dark grey ashy silt with occasional small stones. 0.12m deep 
1009 Deposit. Concrete and demolition rubble. 0.13m deep 
1010 Deposit. Mid orange grey rubble and mortar mix. 0.12m deep 
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APPENDIX 2: THE FINDS 

SEE ALSO APPENDIX 4 FOR CATALOGUE OF MEDIEVAL STONEWORK 

 
 
Context Artefact Type Count Weight  (g) Spot-Date 
103 Pottery: hand painted china, flowerpot, 

yellow ware, English stoneware 
Clay tobacco pipe stem 
Ceramic building material - pantile 
Glass: vessel 

8 
 
 
2 
1 
2 

90 
 
 
6 
108 
16 

C19 

104 Pottery: yellow slipware, black glazed 
earthenware, misc post-medieval 
glazed earthenware 
Clay tobacco pipe stem 
Glass: vessel 
Oyster shell 
Animal bone; pig, cow-sized, sheep 
sized 

6 
 
 
3 
2 
3 
9 

106 
 
 
6 
26 
8 
62 

C16-C18 

105 Animal bone; pig, sheep-sized 2 18  
301 Pottery: hand painted china, 

creamware, misc earthenware 
Clay tobacco pipe – stem + bowl 
(Oswald type 15, c. 1840-80) 
Animal bone; cow-sized, sheep-sized 

9 
 
4 
 
4 

112 
 
18 
 
26 

C19 

403 Pottery: transfer printed china, 
creamware, hand painted china 
Clay tobacco pipe: bowl 

20 
 
1 

578 
 
10 

C19-C20 

408 Pottery: transfer print china, English 
stoneware, flowerpot, ‘Mocha’ ware 
Clay tobacco pipe: stems, bowl (Oswald 
type 14, c.1820-40), stamp: RM 
Moulded glass 
Worked bone brush head 
Animal bone; sheep/goat 

16 
 
 
61 
 
2 
1 
2 

508 
 
 
140 
 
24 
6 
42 

C19 

805 Pottery: misc brown speckled glazed 
ware, black glazed earthenware 

2 24 C16-C18 

1007 Ceramic building material: floor tile 
Plaster 

4 
1 

804 
54 

 

u/s Glass bottles: ‘Talbot and Co Mineral 
water Gloucester’ 

3 1336 C19-C20 

 
Bibliography 
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APPENDIX 3: LEVELS OF PRINCIPAL DEPOSITS AND STRUCTURES 

Levels are expressed as metres below current ground level and as metres above Ordnance Datum, calculated 
using the benchmark (16.71m AOD) located at the north-western corner of the cloister, Blackfriars.  
 
 
 Test Pit 1 Test Pit 2 Trest Pit 3 Test Pit 4 Test Pit 6 Area 7 
Current ground level 0.00m 

(16.72m) 
0.00m 
(17.82m) 

0.00m 
(16.80m) 

0.00m 
(17.74m) 

0.00m 
High point 
(18.19m) 
Low point 
(17.89m) 

0.00m 
High point 
(17.25m) 
Low point 
(16.80m) 

 0.00m 
(0.00m) 

0.00m 
(0.00m) 

0.00m 
(0.00m) 

0.00m 
(0.00m) 

0.00m 
(0.00m) 

0.00m 
(0.00m) 

Limit of excavation 0.44m 
(16.28m) 

0.80m 
(17.02m) 

0.38m 
(16.42m) 

1.43m 
(16.31m) 

0.00m 
(0.00m) 

0.00m 
(0.00m) 

 
 Area 8 Area 9 Area 10 
Current ground level 0.00m 

(16.56m) 
0.00m 
(16.81m) 

0.00m 
(16.51m) 

Level of tile surface 0.30m 
(16.26m) 

0.00m 
(0.00m) 

0.33m 
(16.18m) 

Limit of excavation 0.35m 
(16.21m) 

0.39m 
(16.42m) 

1.09m 
(15.42m) 

 
 
 
 
Upper figures are depth below modern ground level, lower figures in parentheses are metres AOD 
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THE BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Architectural fragments from the demolition of the East Range 

 

Introduction 

In 2004 a collection of architectural fragments was recovered from the demolition of late 19th-century 

industrial buildings on the site of the east range of the Blackfriars. This is the least well- preserved of 

the claustral ranges and only the northern end is standing; it contains part of the first floor dormitory 

and rooms which by the 15th century seem to have been used as the Prior’s lodging. Demolished 

elements include the central Chapter House and unspecified ground floor rooms to the south.  

 

There are over 400 architectural fragments from the Blackfriars already in the English Heritage store 

(at Toddington, Glos) derived in part from excavated contexts, but mainly from the building works of 

the 1970s when the church was stripped out. These have been catalogued and a report prepared as 

part of the site monograph (Rodwell forthcoming). The assemblage from the 2004 works repeats the 

types of mouldings already recovered and has been treated selectively for cataloguing purposes; the 

numbering is continuous with the main series. Selected pieces, largely moulding profiles, are 

illustrated in Fig.s 1-3 and the architectural fragment recording forms are included as an appendix to 

the report. 

 

Description 

There are 164 fragments in all; the majority are fairly small but some 30 larger pieces were reused in 

foundations. The stones are oolitic limestone unless otherwise stated; some were formerly external 

and are weathered, others were internal and retain traces of limewash. The 44 catalogued pieces can 

be divided chronologically into the following categories: 

 

13th-century 

This group (Fig. 1) includes a section from an arch with a large span, probably the nave arcade (373), 

and three fragments from windows with pointed arches. One (377) has a hollow-chamfered moulding 

and was reworked as a door jamb; the other two (378, 380) are from the same feature, both have an 

internal shutter rebate which may be secondary. They form part of an arcade of two or more lights 

and are probably derived from the east range. There was a continuous arcade of lancet windows, now 

in fragmentary condition, in the east wall of the surviving part of the range and there may have been a 

similar feature south of the chapter house.  

 

373 A complete block with chamfered mouldings and striated tooling. The inner face has a slight 

curvature suggesting that it is an arcade moulding. 

377 Window arch, a complete block, all faces worked; one side forms a hollow-chamfered 

pointed arch rising from springer level with an angled top face for the next block. The reverse 

has been reworked at right angles as a door jamb, chamfered externally and rebated 

internally with three dowel holes for fittings. Both faces are limewashed 
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378 Complete springer block from an arcade; the top faces are sloped for the next stones in the 

arch. On one side of the stone both arches have chamfered mouldings. On the reverse one 

has a run-out quarter-round moulding and the other is rebated (cf. 380); this may be 

secondary. Traces of limewash. 

380 Complete block from a pointed window arch rebated on one face and chamfered on the other 

(cf. 378). Traces of limewash.  

 

14th-century 

Several pieces (Fig. 1) appear to be derived from the mid 14th century alterations to the crossing and 

transepts of the church, including 375, 376 and 386; 379 is a buttress coping and 382 a wall coping of 

the pattern which survives at the north-west corner of the precinct adjoining the (reset) mid 14th 

century gate. 

 

375 Crossing pier, a very large block with finished top and bottom faces; the back is broken with 

one end part sawn. The face is angular with a dressed-back wave or ogee moulding. Traces 

of limewash. 

376 Clustered triple roll moulding, no curvature, traces of limewash. 

379 Nosed and hollow-chamfered buttress coping. A complete block; the rear face is roughly 

redressed as a gutter block.  

382 Triangular wall coping capped with a roll moulding; the top of the roll has been dressed back 

to a flat surface 

386 Crossing pier, near complete block; angled moulding with terminal half roll 

 

15th-century 

The fragments from this period are the most distinctive (Fig. 2); they include part of a tomb canopy 

from the church (370), represented by several other pieces from the main catalogued collection (Fig.. 

4), and multiple fragments of window moulding (371-2), also found previously in east range contexts. 

This suggests that they are derived from a window in the range, possibly the east window to the 

Chapter House which appears to have been rebuilt in the 15th century; the lower lights, in two groups 

of three, are shown in a drawing of 1847. The same drawing (Fig. 4) shows a blind traceried panel 

with a moulded border below the window described in 1860 as “a fine piece of rich Perpendicular 

stone panelling” which could then be seen “on the exterior or eastern face of the house, now almost 

hidden by modern buildings” (Gent Mag, Oct 1860, 342). It is probable that fragments 374 and 381 

are derived from this; the former incorporates part of the dressed-back top moulding, the latter is part 

of the blind tracery. 

 

370 Recessed rectangular panel with cusped quatrefoil mouldings encrusted with limewash. One 

end is finished, with a roughly-dressed return; the other has the start of a second panel. The 

top of the block has a broken nosed moulding, the base is roughly dressed and the back of 

the block broken. From the top of a screen or monument, cf. monument of 1467 to William 
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Brouning, Melbury Sampford church, Dorset (RCHME 1952, pl.136). Several other fragments 

with related decoration have been found previously (cf. Rodwell forthcoming, architectural 

fragments 18, 19).  

371 Window mullion, 16 fragments of the same symmetrical moulding; some pieces are curved. 

There are glazing grooves, stanchion sockets and secondary mortar fillets securing the 

glass. Both faces have traces of limewash. Part of the same window as 372; some 18 related 

fragments have been previously catalogued of which five were definitely found in the east 

range. 

372 Window jamb with internal and external chamfers; the moulding is the same as 371 with a 

glazing groove and stanchion socket. The exterior is slightly weathered, the interior 

limewashed.  

374 Traceried panel with top moulding; a large block with finished ends and top; the bottom 

surface is broken. The face has the corner of a rebated chamfered panel with traces of a 

cusp surmounted by a roughly dressed-back moulded cornice. Limewashed. 

381 Traceried panel; a fragment of cusped tracery on a flat ground. One edge is roughly worked, 

other faces are broken. 

 

Post-medieval 

These include (Fig. 3) a fragment of an unfinished mantelshelf (383) which may be derived from the 

stonemason’s workshop in the west range, occupied by Joseph Bryan and his descendants from the 

mid 18th to the early 19th century. Two other fragments (389, 390) are moulds. They are not obviously 

bottle-shaped but may be associated with the use of the south-east part of the Blackfriars from the 

1870s as Talbot’s Mineral Water Works. The Pennant paving slab (391) is numbered on the 

underside; this appears to have been common practice when laying floors of these slabs in the 19th 

century. 

 

383 Mantelshelf, one end of a thin rectangular block with a hollow-chamfered moulding worked 

on two faces. This is run-out on the longer edge. The tooling has pronounced claw marks 

and the piece appears unfinished. 

389 Mould, cf.390, corner of a squared block with four roughly dressed outer faces. The broken 

inner face has a smooth surface curved in both directions. The block has split through a 

round, cupped filling hole and the broken face shows banded heat discolouration. 

390 Mould, cf.389, corner of a squared block with parts of five roughly dressed outer faces. The 

broken interior has a smooth bipartite ovoid surface. The block has split through a round, 

cupped filling hole. No heat discolouration.  

391 Corner of a Pennant sandstone paving slab numbered on the underside -‡, IIII. 
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Undated 

Pieces which are not sufficiently distinctive to be closely dated (Fig. 3) include a door jamb (387), and 

three fragments which are probably from arches (384, 385, 388). One squared block (392) is included 

for its mason’s mark. 

 

384 Corner of a squared block with three oblique facetted faces. Traces of limewash. 

385 As 384, one face roughly tooled and not intended to be visible; the other faces are 

limewashed. 

387 Door jamb with a chamfered and rebated moulding 

388 Arch voussoir, flat back, slight curvature to the face, rebated and chamfered moulding 

392 Squared block with a small rebate cut out of one corner and a mason’s mark on the face. 

 

Uncatalogued 

The 120 uncatalogued pieces can be divided into the following groups: 

• Linear mouldings of various profiles; chamfered, ogee, roll, keeled, nosed etc. 

  46 –  38.4% 

• Squared ashlar blocks more or less finely tooled 21 –  17.5% 

• Fragments of a black painted late 18th/early 19th century fireplace surround 

  18 –  15.0% 

• Weathered coarse shelly limestone ridge pieces and stone slates 14 –  11.7% 

• Assorted chamfered and rebated blocks 10 –  8.3% 

• Colonnettes; some of Purbeck marble, 13th century  6   –  5.0% 

• Engaged roll mouldings from 14th century vault ribs 4   –  3.3% 

• Black slag building block; similar blocks can be seen built into the western  boundary wall of the 

precinct. 1   –  0.8% 

 

Conclusions 

This group of architectural fragments falls within the range of mouldings recovered from the 

Blackfriars as a whole and ranges in date from the 13th to the 19th century. Some of the 13th-century 

window fragments may be derived from the east range; 14th-century pieces appear to be derived from 

alterations to the church. Fifteenth-century fragments form the most distinctive group, including part of 

a monument and a quantity of mouldings which are probably derived from the east window of the 

chapter house or a traceried panel beneath it. Post-medieval fragments reflect subsequent industrial 

uses of the site. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.370 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.24 0.17 0.10 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: canopy from tomb or screen; a number of related fragments have been found elsewhere on the 

site. 

Condition: good 

Date: 15th century 

   

Description: recessed rectangular panel with cusped quatrefoil mouldings encrusted with limewash. 
One end is finished, with a roughly-dressed return; the other has the start of a second panel. 
The top of the block has a broken nosed moulding, the base is roughly dressed and the back 
of the block broken.  
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.371 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.32 average 0.25 0.12 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: window mullion x 16 

Condition: good – crisp mouldings 

 

Date: 15th century 

   

Description: multiple fragments of the same symmetrical window moulding; some pieces are curved. 
There are glazing grooves, stanchion sockets and secondary mortar fillets securing the 
glass. Both faces have traces of limewash. 

 
 
 
 



Blackfriars Clutch Clinic, Gloucester: Archaeological Watching Brief 

 26 

© Cotswold Archaeology 

 

BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.372 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.34 0.56 0.31 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: window jamb, moulding as 371 

Condition: good 

 

Date: 15th century 

   

Description: window jamb with internal and external chamfers, symmetrical moulding as 371 with 
glazing groove and stanchion socket. Exterior slightly weathered, interior limewashed. Other 
faces broken 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.373 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.43 0.67 0.18 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: arcade moulding x 2 

Condition: good; the second block has split across the width of the stone 

 

Date: 13th century 

   

Description: A complete block with chamfered mouldings and striated tooling. The inner face has a 
slight curvature suggesting that it is an arcade moulding. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.374 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.39 0.47 0.32 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: blind tracery with top moulding 

Condition: fair, mouldings damaged 

 

Date: 15th century 

   

Description: large block with finished ends and top; the bottom surface is broken. The face has the 
corner of a rebated chamfered panel with traces of a cusp surmounted by a roughly dressed-
back moulded cornice. Limewashed. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.375 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.29 0.59 0.67 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: crossing pier 

Condition: battered 

 

Date: 14th century 

   

Description: very large block with finished top and bottom faces, back of block broken with one end 
part sawn. An angular face with a dressed-back wave or ogee moulding. Traces of limewash. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.376 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.37 0.25 0.22 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: crossing/vault rib 

Condition: good 

 

Date: 14th century 

   

Description: complete block, roughly worked triangular back, triple roll rib, no curvature, traces of 
limewash. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.377 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.42 0.33 0.19 

Drawing: yes Reused: yes 

Type: pointed arch reused as door jamb 

Condition: good 

 

Date: 13th century/16th century 

   

Description: A complete block, all faces worked; one side forms a hollow-chamfered pointed arch 
rising from springer level with an angled top face for the next block. On the reverse at right 
angles is a door jamb, chamfered externally and rebated internally with three dowel holes for 
fittings. Both faces are limewashed 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.378 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.3 0.32 0.36 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: arcade 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: 13th century 

   

Description: complete springer block from an arcade; the top faces are sloped for the next stones in 
the arch. On one side of the stone both arches have chamfered mouldings. On the reverse 
one has a run-out quarter-round moulding and the other is rebated (cf 380); this may be 
secondary. Traces of limewash. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.379 

  

Material: Limestone (coarse shelly) Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.54 0.41 0.29 

Drawing: yes Reused: yes 

Type: coping reused as gutter block 

Condition: battered 

 

Date: 14th century 

   

Description: complete block; nosed and hollow-chamfered buttress coping. Rear face roughly 
redressed as a gutter block. There were two further pieces of coarse shelly limestone also 
used as gutter blocks with the same rough tooling; one a fragment, the other 0.6m long. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.380 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.56 0.37 0.19 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: rebated arch moulding (as 378) 

Condition: good 

 

Date: 13th century 

   

Description: complete block from a pointed arch rebated on one face and chamfered on the other. 
Traces of limewash. From the same structure as 378. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.381 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.29 0.18 0.25 

Drawing: Reused:  

Type: blind tracery 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: 15th century 

   

Description: fragment of cusped tracery on a flat ground, part of a recessed panel. One edge is 
roughly worked, other faces are broken 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.382 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.54 0.31 0.21 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: coping 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: 14th century 

   

Description: triangular block capped with a roll moulding; the top of the roll has been dressed back to 
a flat surface 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.383 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.235 0.17 0.04 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: cornice/mantelshelf 

Condition: crisp, a construction offcut 

 

Date: post-medieval 

   

Description: one end of a thin rectangular block with a hollow-chamfered moulding worked on two 
faces. This is run-out on the longer edge. The tooling has pronounced claw marks and the 
piece appears unfinished. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.384 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.38 0.38 0.25 

Drawing: Reused:  

Type: facetted block - ?part of arch 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: uncertain 

   

Description: corner of a squared block with three oblique facetted faces. Traces of limewash. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.385 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.37 0.28 0.25 

Drawing: Reused:  

Type: as 384 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: uncertain 

   

Description: as 384, one face roughly tooled and not intended to be visible; the other faces 
limewashed. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.386 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.26 0.31 0.15 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: arcade pier 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: 14th century 

   

Description: near complete block; angled moulding with terminal half roll 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.387 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.21 0.28 0.26 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: door jamb 

Condition: battered 

 

Date: uncertain 

   

Description: block with chamfered and rebated moulding 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.388 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.16 0.46 0.19 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: arch? 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: uncertain 

   

Description: complete block, flat back, slight curvature to face, rebated and chamfered moulding 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.389 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.24 0.15 0.13 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: mould, cf 390 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: 19th/20th century 

   

Description: corner of a squared block with four roughly dressed outer faces. The broken inner face 
has a smooth surface curved in both directions. The block has split through a round, cupped 
filling hole and the broken face shows banded heat discolouration. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.390 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.28 0.24 0.15 

Drawing: yes Reused:  

Type: mould, cf 389 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: 19th/20th century 

   

Description: corner of a squared block with parts of five roughly dressed outer faces. The broken 
interior has a smooth bipartite ovoid surface. The block has split through a round, cupped 
filling hole. No heat discolouration. 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.391 

  

Material: Pennant sandstone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.29 0.21 0.08 

Drawing: Reused:  

Type: paving slab 

Condition: broken 

 

Date: post medieval 

   

Description: part of a paving slab numbered on the underside -‡, IIII 
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BLACKFRIARS, GLOUCESTER 

Catalogue of Architectural Fragments  No.392 

  

Material: Limestone Context: East range 

Length (metres) Width Height 

0.43 0.22 0.18 

Drawing: Reused:  

Type: squared block 

Condition: fair 

 

Date: uncertain 

   

Description: block with a small rebate cut out of one corner. Mason’s mark on face. 
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Fragment of same monument as 370, cf. panel on right 
 
 
East wall of Chapter House before demolition: ‘at the back of Mr Worthington’s house.’ 

Drawing by William Varley 1847 
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