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SUMMARY 

 

Project Name:  Wainlode Lane 

Location:  Norton, Gloucestershire 

NGR:   SO 85458 24235 

Type:   Evaluation 

Date:   25 January to 1 February 2017 

Location of Archive: To be deposited with The Museum of Gloucester 

Site Code:  WLN17 

 

 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology between the end of 

January and the beginning of February 2017 on land at Wainlode Lane, Norton, 

Gloucestershire. A total of five trenches were excavated. 

 

Ditches and pits, containing artefacts ranging in date from the late prehistoric and medieval 

periods, were identified in the northern and central areas of the site. It is possible that the 

prehistoric and Roman pottery was intrusive. Remains of post-medieval earthworks and field 

boundaries were recorded across the site. The concentration of ditches within the northern 

end of the site seems to correlate with a small enclosure and other boundary ditches 

depicted on the 1807 Inclosure map, which could represent a moated site of medieval date. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Between January and February 2017 Cotswold Archaeology (CA) carried out an 

archaeological evaluation for Bayhill Property Ltd on land at Wainlode Lane, Norton 

Gloucestershire (centred on NGR: SO 85458 24235; Fig. 1). The evaluation was 

undertaken to inform a future planning application for residential development at the 

site. 

 

1.2 The evaluation was carried out in accordance with pre-application advice from 

Charles Parry (Archaeologist, Gloucestershire County Council), archaeological 

advisor to Tewkesbury Borough Council (TBC), and with a subsequent detailed 

Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) produced by CA (2017a) and approved by 

Charles Parry. The fieldwork also followed Standard and guidance: Archaeological 

field evaluation (CIfA 2014). It was monitored by Charles Parry, including a site visit 

on 26 January 2017. 

 

The site 
 

1.3 The proposed development area is approximately 1.4ha in extent and comprises the 

north-western part of an agricultural field. The site is bounded by other agricultural 

fields to the south and west, by Wainlode Lane to the north and by properties 

fronting Elm Side to the east. The site lies at approximately 20m AOD and is largely 

flat. Within the western half of the site, a localised raised area was noted. 

 

1.4 The underlying bedrock geology of the area is mapped as Saltford Shale Member – 

Mudstone formed in Jurassic and Triassic Periods (BGS 2017). Natural substrate of 

gravel and clay was recorded at the base of all trenches. 

 

2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

2.1 The site has been subject to Desk-Based Assessment (DBA; CA 2017b) and 

geophysical survey (PCG 2017), which are summarised below. 

 

2.2 An archaeological evaluation carried out in 2011 c.600m north-east of the site 

recorded significant quantities of un-stratified Iron Age pottery (CA, 2011) but no 

associated features were identified. The presence of these finds associated with 
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Romano-British pottery may be indicative of a nearby, yet unknown, settlement 

(ibid). This may also be associated with possible enclosures (recorded as 

cropmarks) to the west and north of the evaluated area. A possible Roman 

settlement is known along the route of the Gloucester to Birmingham road (itself 

broadly corresponding with the modern A38), approximately 130m east of the 

current site. 

 

2.3 A medieval/post-medieval sub-rectangular enclosure and a small structure are 

known to have been present in the north-western extent of the site, as illustrated on 

the 1807 Inclosure map (see Fig. 7). The remains of earthworks associated with 

these features are still visible in form of slight rise in the ground. However, the 

building and enclosure are not depicted on the 1883 First Edition Ordnance Survey 

map. The desk-based assessment noted that the accompanying Award to the 1807 

Inclosure map describes a house, gardens and orchard, with the house recorded 

separately as a homestead. Aerial photographs of the site show the faint cropmark 

outlines of those internal boundaries which surround the house, as depicted on the 

Inclosure. This was corroborated by a review of LiDAR data for the site. The exact 

date of the enclosure and former dwelling was not definitively resolved (CA 2017). 

As part of the pre-fieldwork observations, it was noted that the topsoil of the site 

contained regular fragments of brick and what could be small architectural stone 

elements. 

 

2.4 The geophysical survey identified a number of anomalies of potential archaeological 

interest. In the north-west of the site, these corresponded with the area of the 

medieval/post-medieval sub-rectangular enclosure. A number of other anomalies of 

potential archaeological interest were noted across the remainder of the site (PCG 

2017). 

 

3. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1 The objectives of the evaluation were to provide information about the 

archaeological resource within the site, including its presence/absence, character, 

extent, date, integrity, state of preservation and quality, in accordance Standard and 

guidance: Archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014). This information will enable 

TBC to identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage asset, consider 

the impact of the proposed development upon it, and to avoid or minimise conflict 
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between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the development 

proposal, in line with the National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012). 

 

4. METHODOLOGY 

4.1 The fieldwork comprised the excavation of five trenches in the locations shown on 

the attached plan (Fig. 2). Two of the trenches were 40m in length, one trench was 

35m in length and two trenches were 20m in length; all were 1.8m in width. The 

trenches were set out on OS National Grid (NGR) co-ordinates using Leica GPS and 

surveyed in accordance with CA Technical Manual 4 Survey Manual. The trench 

locations avoided known service locations, as indicated on Fig. 2. The presence of 

an overhead cable (labeled as ‘overhead cable buffer’) presented the greatest 

limitation to trench placement and also restricted opportunities to expand the 

planned trenches. 

 

4.2 All trenches were excavated by mechanical excavator equipped with a toothless 

grading bucket. All machine excavation was undertaken under constant 

archaeological supervision to the top of the first significant archaeological horizon or 

the natural substrate, whichever was encountered first. Where archaeological 

deposits were encountered they were excavated by hand in accordance with CA 

Technical Manual 1: Fieldwork Recording Manual. 

 

4.3 Deposits were assessed for their palaeoenvironmental potential in accordance with 

CA Technical Manual 2: The Taking and Processing of Environmental and Other 

Samples from Archaeological Sites:  no deposits were identified that required 

sampling. All artefacts recovered were processed in accordance with Technical 

Manual 3 Treatment of Finds Immediately after Excavation. 

 

4.4 The archive and artefacts from the evaluation are currently held by CA at their 

offices in Kemble. Subject to the agreement of the legal landowner the artefacts will 

be deposited with The Museum of Gloucester along with the site archive. A 

summary of information from this project, set out within Appendix D, will be entered 

onto the OASIS online database of archaeological projects in Britain. 
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5. RESULTS (FIGS 2-7)  

5.1 This section provides an overview of the evaluation results; detailed summaries of 

the recorded contexts, finds and palaeoenvironmental evidence are to be found in 

Appendices A, B and C respectively.  

 

5.2 The natural geological substrate, comprising sandy gravel and clay, was 

encountered at a typical depth of 0.4m to 0.5m below present ground level (bpgl). In 

each of the trenches it was overlain by subsoil, typically between 0.05m and 0.2m in 

thickness, which was in turn sealed by topsoil. All trenches contained assets of 

archaeological interest. All archaeological features cut into the natural substrate and 

were sealed by subsoil. In some of the trenches, possibly as a result of prolonged 

ploughing activity, the difference between the subsoil and the natural substrate was 

barely discernible. This has resulted in a number of unclear context boundaries, 

most notable is ditch 206 in Trench 2, ditch 305 and pit/ditch terminus 310 in Trench 

3 where the relationship between the features and the subsoil is unclear. 

 

 Trench 1 (Figs 2 & 3) 
 

5.3 At the south-eastern extent of the trench north-east/south-west aligned ditch 131 

was identified. It measured over 1m in length, 0.38 in width and 0.15m in depth and 

contained fill 132 from which three sherds of medieval pottery and animal bone were 

recovered. The ditch was truncated at its northern extent by pit 129, which was 

irregular in plan. It measured more than 1.8m in length, over 0.6m in width and 

0.21m in depth (section not illustrated). Its fill, 130, contained sherds of medieval 

pottery. Pit 129 was overlain to the north by undated, irregular deposit 133. This was 

5.2m in length, over 1.8 in width and only 0.1m in depth; its composition and colour 

were similar to subsoil 101. This deposit was most probably formed by ploughing 

activity and may reflect the infilling of a shallow depression. 

 

5.4 To the north-west of these features were four intercutting pits and ditches (Fig. 3, 

section AA). The earliest of these features, pit 109, measured >0.63m in length, 

>1.8m in width and 0.45m in depth and contained three undated fills (110, 111 and 

125). Animal bone was recovered from fill 111. It was truncated at its south-eastern 

extent by possible pit 112, which measured >0.65m in length, >1.6m in width and 

0.43m in depth. Its primary fill, 113, contained pottery of broadly Bronze Age to Iron 

Age date whilst its secondary fill, 126 (not visible in section AA, Fig. 3), contained 
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fragments of early post-medieval Cistercian ware and animal bones. Undated 

pit/ditch terminus 117 measured >0.57m in length, 0.7m in width and 0.19m in depth 

and contained fill 118. This pit/ditch terminus was not clearly related to intercutting 

pits 109 and 112. However, pit 112 and pit/ditch terminus 117 were in turn cut by pit 

114. The pit measured >0.65m in length, 1.6m in width and 0.43m in depth and 

contained two fills, 115 and 116. Fill 115 contained a small quantity of broadly 

Bronze Age to Iron Age pottery while fill 116 contained medieval and post-medieval 

pottery. To the north-west of this group of features was undated posthole 103, which 

was 0.4m in diameter and 0.2m in depth. It contained undated fill 104. 

 

5.5 The central part of the trench was occupied by a possible surface 124, formed of 

medium size stones (up to 0.20m in length) which was contained within construction 

cut 123 (Fig. 3). Cut 123 was irregular in plan, up to 5.2m in length, over 1.8m in 

width and c.0.2m in depth. It was overlain by dark grey silt levelling deposit 128, 

which contained a range of medieval/post-medieval materials including pottery and 

metal objects. 

 

5.6 To the north-west of feature 123, were undated pits or ditch termini 105 and 107. 

Pit/ditch terminus 105 was 1.1m in length, 1.43m in width and 0.23m in depth. It 

contained fill 106, from which animal bone was recovered. Pit/ditch terminus 107 

was 0.86m in length, 1.33m in width and 0.16m in depth; it contained fill 108. At the 

northern extent of Trench 1 north-east/south-west aligned ditch 119 was identified. It 

was over 1.56m in width, 0.6m in depth and extended beyond the limits of 

excavation. It contained three fills: primary fill 120 contained late medieval/early 

post-medieval pottery and animal remains (cattle, sheep/goat and pig), secondary fill 

121 contained only animal remains while the latest fill, 122, contain small quantities 

of medieval pottery and shell. Ditch 119 correlated closely with the enclosure of a 

farm as seen in the 1807 Inclosure map (Fig. 7). Identified on the geophysics was a 

north-east/south-west linear anomaly (Fig. 2). If the line of this anomaly is extended 

along the same alignment it also seems to correlate with ditch 119. 

 
 Trench 2 (Figs 2, 4 & 7) 
 

5.7 Three features were identified in Trench 2 (Fig. 4, section BB). The earliest was pit 

211, which was irregular in plan and 0.5m in depth. A small fragment of Roman 

pottery and animal bone were retrieved from its fill, 210. It was cut to the south by 

north-west/south-east aligned, undated ditch 209, which was at least 5m in length, 
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1m in width and 0.65m in depth. This ditch seems to correlate with a north-

west/south-east boundary seen on the 1807 Inclosure map (Fig. 7). Both pit 211 and 

ditch 209 were subsequently cut along their eastern extents by post-medieval ditch 

206. Ditch 206 was orientated south-west/north-east, measured 2.2m in width, 

0.55m in depth and contained fills, 204 and 205. Artefacts recovered from its upper 

fill 204 included 17th to18th-century pottery fragments and animal bones. It is 

unclear whether ditch 206 cut subsoil 202 due do previous ploughing activities. 

Looking at both the geophysical survey results and the 1807 Inclosure map (Fig. 2 

and 7), ditch 206 correlates closely with a farm earthwork which was also identified 

by as a geophysical anomaly. No evidence of the farm buildings contained within the 

enclosure, as depicted on the 1807 Inclosure map (Fig. 7), were observed within 

Trench 2. 

 

 Trench 3 (Figs 2 & 5) 
 

5.8 Towards the northern end of Trench 3 possible ditch 305 was recorded cutting the 

subsoil, however this is unclear due to previous ploughing activities. The ditch 

measured in excess of 8m in width and 0.6m in depth. Its location correlates well 

with the boundary ditch illustrated in the 1807 Inclosure map and a linear 

geophysical anomaly identified during the geophysical survey (Fig. 2 and 7). Post-

medieval and modern material was retrieved from fill 304, including ceramic building 

material and pottery.  

 

5.9 Towards the central part of the trench was shallow, north-west/south-east orientated 

ditch 307, whose fill 306 contained a sherd of Roman pottery. Given the similarity of 

orientation to ditch 305, it could be contemporary but no firm interpretation could be 

advanced. To the south of 307 was undated, ditch terminus 309 which measured 

>0.75m in length, 0.45m in width and 0.23m in depth, and contained fill 308. The 

relationship between shallow ditch 307 and ditch terminus 309 was unclear. At the 

southern end of the trench, undated, possible pit or ditch terminus 310 was 

identified. It was orientated north-east/south-west, measuring >0.73m in length, 

0.9m in width and 0.32m in depth and contained fills 311 and 312. The pit/ditch 

terminus is recorded as cutting the subsoil 302, however this was not very clear due 

do previous ploughing activities. Signs of root disturbance were observed in the 

sides and base of the pit/ditch terminus, this also could contribute to the uncertainty 

of the relationship with the subsoil. 
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 Trench 4 (Figs 2 & 6) 
 

5.10 Ditch 403 was identified at the south-eastern end of Trench 4. It was north-

east/south-west aligned, measured 0.95m in width, 0.38m in depth and contained 

silty clay fill 404 from which a small, undiagnostic fragment of ceramic building 

material was recovered. To its north-west, undated pit 405 measured 2.09m in 

length, 1m in width and 0.16m in depth and contained fill 406.  

 

5.11 Towards the north-western end of the trench a concentration of features was 

revealed. Ditch terminus 407, on a north/south alignment, measured 1.8m in length, 

0.85m in width and only 0.1m in depth. A sherd of medieval pottery was retrieved 

from its fill, 408. Immediately to the west was curvilinear gully 409. It measured 

>3.1m in length, 0.82m in width and 0.14m in depth and contained fill 410. To the 

south-west and cutting curvilinear gully 409, ditch 411 was observed along the 

south-western edge of the trench. The ditch on a north-west/south-east alignment 

measured >0.5m in length, >0.34m in width and 0.44m in depth and contained fill 

411.  

 

 Trench 5 (Figs 2 & 5) 

 

5.12 Central within Trench 5 was feature 503, which was over 4m along its northwest-

southeast axis and over 0.4m in depth with very steep sides. Due to the size of this 

feature it is unclear if it is a ditch or a pit. The primary fill 504 consisted of 

redeposited gravel with little other inclusions which suggest intentional and quick 

backfilling of the feature. The upper fill 505 contained a single sherd of post-

medieval pottery, CBM and undiscernible iron objects, most likely nails. These can 

be dated to the 18th century.     

 

6. THE FINDS 

6.1 Artefactual material recovered during the evaluation is listed in Appendix B and 

discussed further below.  

 

 Pottery 

6.2 A total of 54 sherds (796g) of pottery was recorded from 16 deposits, spanning the 

prehistoric to modern periods. Gloucester type series codes have been applied to 

medieval and post-medieval fabrics (Vince 1983) and given in bold below. 
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 Prehistoric 

6.3 Four sherds of pottery (8g) dating to the prehistoric period were recorded from fill 113 

of pit 112 and fill 115 of pit 114. All sherds are unfeatured, occurring in a handmade 

quartzite-tempered fabric (QT). Dating to the late prehistoric, most likely to the Late 

Bronze Age or earlier Iron Age, is suggested based on incidences of similar fabrics in 

the region.  

 

 Roman 

6.4 Two sherds of pottery, occurring in an oxidised fabric, were recorded from fill 210 of 

pit 211 and fill 306 of ditch 307, are only broadly dateable to the Roman period. 

 

 Medieval 

6.5 A total of 17 sherds (223g) of pottery dating to the medieval period was recorded 

from nine deposits. The majority (15 sherds, 203g) occur in a sand and limestone-

tempered fabric (43), including a jar recorded from fill 132 of ditch 131 which features 

a thickened, everted rim. Two sherds of an oxidised fabric (10g) were recorded from 

fill 116 of pit/ditch 114 and fill 122 of ditch 119. 

 

 Post-medieval  

6.6 The remainder of the assemblage (31 sherds, 560g) is dateable to the post-medieval 

and modern periods. Of this group, 12 sherds (103g) of Cistercian ware (60) cups 

were recorded from three deposits, dateable from the 16th to 17th centuries. Six 

sherds (171g) of glazed earthenwares, probably Ashton Keynes products (80) were 

recorded from five deposits, dateable across the mid-16th to 18th centuries. A total of 

nine sherds (262g) of Malvern Chase glazed wares were recorded from six deposits, 

dateable from the 14th to 16th centuries.  

 

 Modern  

6.7 Modern fabrics are represented by pearlware, dateable to the late 18th to 19th 

centuries and refined white ware (including transfer printed sherds) of the same 

period.  

 

 Other finds 

6.8 A total of 11 fragments (1928g) of ceramic building material was recorded from four 

deposits. With the exception of a brick fragment recorded from fill 304 of ditch 305, 

the items are too fragmentary to identify original form and can only be broadly dated.  
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6.9 A total of seven items (678g) of metal were recorded from three deposits. The group 

comprises five items of iron, one of copper alloy and one composite item of pewter 

and iron.  Of the iron items, two are nails of standard, flat-headed form for which 

close dating is not possible. The remainder, along with the copper alloy item, are 

objects of uncertain form and dating. The composite item is a buckle formed of a 

pewter rectangular frame with iron strap-bar and pin, of 18th-century date (Whitehead 

1996, 108). 

 

7. THE BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

 Animal Bone 

7.1 A collection of animal bones numbering 83 fragments (3412g) was recovered from 

ten deposits dating from the Roman period to the Modern era. The material displayed 

a varying degree of preservation and was highly fragmented with frequent historical 

and modern damage. This has rendered 60% of the assemblage unidentifiable 

beyond the level of cattle or sheep size mammal. However, it has been possible to 

identify the remains of cattle (Bos taurus), sheep/goat (Ovis aries/Capra hircus) and 

pig (Sus scrofa sp.). 

Roman 

7.2 A single fragment (2g) was recovered from fill 210 of pit 211. It was not identifiable to 

species  

Medieval 

7.3 A total of 14 fragments (777g) was recovered from and from fill 132 of ditch 131. The 

presence of cattle, sheep/goat and pig was confirmed, with each species being 

identified from fragments of meat-poor skeletal elements, such as bones of the lower 

limbs and isolated molar teeth. 

 Post-medieval 

7.4 A total of 56 fragments (1287g) was recovered from fill 126 of pit 112 and fill 204 of 

ditch 206. Cattle and sheep/goat were once again identified, but in contrast to the 

preceding phase, primarily from meat-rich skeletal elements such as the pelvis. 
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7.5 Cattle, sheep/goat and pig have been exploited as domestic animals since the 

Neolithic (Baker and Worley, 2014), so their presence within the medieval and post-

medieval assemblages is to be expected. However, no cut and/or chop marks were 

present in either period, so an origin in butchery waste cannot be assumed. This fact, 

when combined with the low recovery of each species prevents any further inference 

beyond species identification 

 Modern and undated 

7.6  A further 12 fragments (1346g) came from modern deposit 304 and from undated fill 

106 of ditch terminus/pit 105 and fill 111 of pit 109. None of this material was 

identifiable to species. 

 

8. DISCUSSION 

8.1 The presence of archaeological evidence was recorded in all trenches suggestive of 

activity from the late prehistoric period through to the post-medieval/modern period.  

 

8.2 Possible Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age activity was identified within Trench 1 in 

the form of pits 112 and 114. Small fragments of Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 

pottery were identified in fill 113 of pit 112 and primary fill 115 of pit 114. However 

the presence of 16th-17th century pottery identified within secondary fill 116 of 114 

suggests that the prehistoric pottery in 115 may be residual. Looking at previous 

evidence from evaluation carried out in 2011 (CA 2011) c. 600m north-east of the 

site where significant quantities of un-stratified Iron Age pottery but no associated 

features were identified, and taking into account the size of the sherds of Late 

Bronze Age/Early Iron Age pottery recovered it is likely that this pottery in an 

incorporation into later features. The undated curvilinear gully identified in Trench 4, 

409, could also be related to the prehistoric occupation of the site. However, the 

approximate diameter of this curvilinear ditch is approximately 5m which is generally 

too small for a roundhouse (CA 2011).    

 

8.3 Only two fragments of pottery, from fill 210 of pit 211 and fill 306 of ditch 307 

respectively, were of Roman date. No other evidence suggests that the site was 

occupied during the Roman period. Similar to the Late Bronze age/Early Iron Age 

activity within the site, the 2011 evaluation c. 600m north-east of the site recovered 

approximately 1.2kg of Roman pottery from alluvium and channel fills which was 
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considered likely to have been eroded from a nearby settlement (CA 2011). 

Therefore it is possible that the two fragments of Roman pottery recovered were 

intrusive. 

 

8.4 The medieval/post-medieval deposits and features recorded in the western part of 

the site (Trenches 1-3) are consistent with the 1807 Inclosure Map (Fig. 7) and the 

results of the geophysics survey (PCG 2017). Remains of ditches 119, 206 and 305 

were probably part of the southern and western sections of a broadly square 

enclosure. No evidence of the small structure marked in the 1807 Inclosure Map 

near the west corner of the enclosure was identified. While only limited CBM was 

recovered from the trenches (seven fragments), which might indicate that building 

material from the previous structures had been largely removed or reused in other 

surrounding buildings, the presence of stones, ceramic building materials and 18th 

to 19th-century pottery in the topsoil might suggest that some structural elements 

are present and are intermittently disturbed by plough action. Given that the building 

and enclosure are not depicted on the 1883 First Edition Ordnance Survey map, the 

demolition likely occurred prior to 1883 which seems to correspond to the date of the 

features within Trench 2 and 3 (from which the CBM was recovered). Possible 

structural remains were however recorded in Trench 1. Stone deposit 124 was 

intentionally placed to fill cut 123 probably with the intention of creating some sort of 

hard standing preparation for an outdoor yard.  

 

8.5 There is no cartographic evidence to relate the large feature identified in Trench 5 

with the enclosure at the north-west corner of the site and given the limited scope of 

the evaluation it was not possible to define the full extent, shape and function of 

feature 501. 

 

8.6 The size of the area enclosed by large ditches 119 and 305 (forming a possible 

boundary ditch as illustrated, but not directly labelled, on the 1807 Inclosure Map) is 

broadly comparable with nearby positively identified moated houses, such as that 

recorded at Corsend Road, Hartpury at approximately 0.25ha (CA 2009), c.6km to 

the west. The depth and width of ditches 119 and 305 are more modest than the 

example at Hartpury, though this may be due to truncation through ploughing though 

both sites have evidence of a hard standing. More recent nationwide comparison of 

moated sites suggests that there is wide variation in scale of moated structures, in 

large part reflecting their core purpose (Coveney 2014). With respect to this site, it 

remains a possibility that the enclosed area functioned to enclose a subsidiary 
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structure (perhaps that illustrated at the southwestern corner) or indeed as a stock 

or garden area, all of which were common purposes of a moat. As a result of the 

location of the overhead cable, it was not possible to investigate the central area of 

the enclosure which may well contain evidence to progress this line of interpretation. 

The limited secure dating evidence precludes definitive dating of the structure, but 

there is no current reason to suggest that the site would fall outside of the typical 

construction date range of moated sites of around 1150-1400 (Atkins 1972). 

  

9. CA PROJECT TEAM  

Fieldwork was undertaken by Paolo Guarino, assisted by Daniel Adams, Matt 

Coman, Monica Fombellida and Nathan Chinchen. The report was written by Paolo 

Guarino assisted by Sian Reynish. The finds and biological evidence reports were 

written by Katie Marsden and Andrew Clarke respectively. The illustrations were 

prepared by Sam O’Leary. The archive has been compiled by Jessica Cook, and 

prepared for deposition by Hazel O’Neill. The project was managed for CA by Ian 

Barnes. 
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APPENDIX A: CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 

Trench 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Type Fill of Context 
interpretation 

Description L (m) W (m) D (m) Spot-date 

1 100 Layer  topsoil Dark grey brown Clayey silt 40 1.8 0.22 modern 

1 101 Layer  subsoil Mid grey brown silty clay 40 1.8 0.30 Post-Med 

1 102 Layer  Natural Mid yellow brown sandy gravel 40 1.8   

1 103 Cut  Post hole Circular in plan, moderately sloping 
sides, flat base. 

0.45 0.46 0.16  

1 104 Fill 103 Post hole fill Mid yellow brown silty clay with 
blue clay patches, occasional small 
stones.  

0.45 0.46 0.16  

1 105 Cut  Pit or ditch terminus Oval in plan, gradually sloping 
sides flat base 

1.10 1.43 0.23  

1 106 Fill 105 Pit/ditch fill Mid grey brown clayey silt, 
occasional charcoal, occasional 
mudstones. 

1.10 1.43 0.23  

1 107 Cut  Pit or ditch terminus Roughly oval in plan, gradually 
sloping sides, flat base 

>0.86 1.33 0.16  

1 108 Fill 107 Pit/ditch fill Mid grey brown clayey silt, 
occasional charcoal and gravel. 

>0.86 1.33 0.16  

1 109 Cut  Pit Unclear shape, steep sides, 
uneven base. 

>0.65 >1.18 0.45  

1 110 Fill 109 Pit fill Orange brown sandy silt, 
occasional mudstone 

>0.65 1.18 0.15  

1 111 Fill 109 Pit fill Yellow, greeny brown silty clay, 
occasional small stones. 

>0.65 0.62 0.25  

1 112 Cut  Pit Unclear shape in plan, stepped 
sides, concave base. 

>0.65 1.60 0.43  

1 113 Fill 112 Pit fill Mid grey brown clayey silt, frequent 
mudstone 

>0.65 1.4 0.43 Late 
Prehist. 

1 114 Cut  Pit or ditch terminus Unclear shape in plan, moderately 
steep sides, concave base 

>0.65 1.4 0.53  

1 115 Fill 114 Pit/ditch fill Orange brown sandy silt, occa. 
small stones 

>0.65 1.02 0.19 Late 
Prehist. 

1 116 Fill 114 Pit/ditch fill Mid grey brown clayey silt, occa. 
mud stones 

>0.65 1.4 0.35 C16-C17 

1 117 Cut  Pit/ditch terminus Unclear shape in plan, steep sided, 
flat base 

>0.57 0.7 0.19  

1 118 Fill 117 Pit/ditch fill Grey brown clay silt, rare small 
stones 

>0.57 0.7 0.19  

1 119 Cut  Ditch  Linear, steep sided, round base >2 >1.56 0.6  

1 120 Fill 119 Ditch fill Dark brown grey silty clay >2 >1.08 0.2 C14-C16 

1 121 Fill 119 Ditch fill Dark brown grey silty clay, frequent 
stones (same as 124) 

>2 >1.22 0.28  

1 122 Fill 119 Ditch fill Dark brown grey silty clay >2 1 0.2 C12-C14 

1 123 Cut  structural cut Irregular construction cut for hard-
standing/surface 

5.2 >1.8 0.2  

1 124 Fill 123 Make-up layer Possible hard-standing/surface. 5.2 >1.8 0.2 MC16-
C18 

1 125 Fill 109 Pit fill Mid grey brown clayey silt >0.65 0.63 0.14  

1 126 Fill 112 Pit fill Mid grey brown silty clay >0.65 1.6 0.15 MC16-
C18 

1 127 Layer  Layer Mid orange brown silty clay, 
possibly result of standing water in 
the hollow created by features 
109,112 and 114 

1.39 >1.8 0.11 Post Med 

1 128 Layer  Layer Dark grey sandy silt, possible 
levelling deposit over 124 

5.4 >1.8 0.15 C18 

1 129 Cut  Pit Irregular linear, moderately sloping 
sides 

>1.8 >0.6 0.21 C12-C14 

1 130 Fill 129 Pit fill Dark brown grey clayey and sandy 
silt 

>1.8 >0.6 0.21 C12-C14 

1 131 Cut  Ditch Linear, moderate slope, rounded 
base 

>1 >0.38 0.15 C12-C14 
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1 132 Fill 131 Ditch fill  Mixed dark yellowy grey and grey 
brown clayey sandy silt. 

>1 >0.38 0.15 C12-C14 

1 133 Layer  Deposit Mid grey brown silty clay possibly 
same as subsoil 101 filling a 
hollow. 

5.2 >1.8 0.1 Post-Med 

2 201 Layer  Topsoil Dark grey silty sand 20 1.8 0.35 Modern 

2 202 Layer  Subsoil Yellow-brown silty clay- rather 
elusive deposit, it was not always 
visible. 

20 1.8 0.10 Post med 

2 203 Layer  Natural Yellow clay-sand-gravel and 
brown-yellow clay 

20 1.8   

2 204 Fill 206 Fill of ditch Light grey brown silty clay 2 2.2 0.35 Post-med 

2 205 Fill 206 Fill of ditch Mid grey silty clay (natural silting) >0.6 1.2 0.22 Post-med 

2 206 Cut  Cut of ditch Linear in plan, gradual sloping/ 
stepped sides, flat base. 

2 2.2 0.55  

2 207 Fill 209 Fill of ditch  Light grey brown silty clay >5 >1.0 0.35  

2 208 Fill 209 Fill of ditch Light brown grey silty clay natural 
infilling 

>1.1 >0.7 0.32  

2 209 Cut  Cut of ditch Linear in plan NE side straight 
sloping at 60%, concave base 

>5 >1.0 0.65  

2 210 Fill 211 Fill of pit Light yellow brown silty clay 1.45 1.05 0.50 RB 

2 211 Cut  Cut of pit Irregular in plan, truncated by 
ditches 206 and 209, extent 
unknown. 

1.45 1.05 0.50  

3 301 Layer  Topsoil Dark grey brown clay silt 20 1.8 0.24  

3 302 Layer  Subsoil Mid grey brown silt clay 20 1.8 0.10  

3 303 Layer  Natural Substrate Mid grey yellow gravel clay 20 1.8   

3 304 Fill 305 Fill of possible ditch Yellow grey brown silt clay 8 2 >0.6 Post-med 

3 305 Cut  Cut of possible 
ditch 

Possible ditch, truncating subsoil 
302. Post-med to Modern 

8 2 >0.6  

3 306 Fill 307 Fill of shallow ditch Light yellow grey silt clay 2.25 1.90 0.2 RB 

3 307 Cut  Cut of shallow ditch shallow ditch, gradual slope, flat 
bottom. Parallel to possible ditch 
305. 

2.25 1.90 0.2  

3 308 Fill 309 Fill of ditch terminus Light grey brown silt clay >0.75 0.45 0.23  

3 309 Cut  Cut of ditch 
terminus 

Rounded terminus of straight sided 
ditch 

>0.75 0.45 0.23  

3 310 Cut  Cut of pit or ditch 
terminus 

Possible ditch terminus, undated 
feature 

>0.73 0.9 0.32  

3 311 Fill 310 Fill of ditch/ pit Light grey brown sand silt >0.73 0.9 0.1  

3 312 Fill 310 Fill of ditch/ pit Mid yellow brown silt clay >0.67 0.9 0.22  

4 400 Layer  Topsoil Dark grey brown clay silt 20 1.8 0.27  

4 401 Layer  Subsoil Light yellow brown clay silt 20 1.8 0.1  

4 402 Layer  Natural substrate Mixed yellow brown sand silt, 
gravel and blue grey clay bands 

20 1.8 -  

4 403 Cut  Cut of linear Undated NE-SW ditch, with single 
fill   

>1.8 0.95 0.38  

4 404 Fill 403 Fill of linear Dark grey brown clay silt, contains 
cbm and charcoal smears. 

>1.8 0.95 0.38  

4 405 Cut  Cut of possible pit Sub- Rectangular, flat based pit  2.09 1 0.16  

4 406 Fill 405 Fill of possible pit Light grey brown clay silt fill within 
pit 

2.09 1 0.16  

4 407 Cut  Cut of linear N-S ditch, shallow sloping side, flat 
base 

>1.8 0.85 0.09  

4 408 Fill 407 Fill of linear Light grey brown silt clay, with 
medieval pottery within 

>1.8 0.85 0.09 C12-14 

4 409 Cut  Cut of linear Curved linear, corners at north, 
continuing to south and west 

>3.1 0.82 0.14  

4 410 Fill 409 Fill of linear Light grey brown silt clay, single fill 
of curved linear. 

>3.1 0.82 0.14  

4 411 Cut  Cut of ditch NW-SE aligned ditch, very straight 
sides with flat base 

>0.5 >0.34 0.44  

4 412 Fill 411 Fill of ditch Dark grey brown clay silt, single fill 
of ditch 411 

>0.5 >0.34 0.44  
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4 413 Cut  Cut of pit Unexcavated pit, truncating N-S 
ditch 407 

0.6 0.15 -  

4 414 Fill 413 Fill of pit Modern pit fill, dark grey brown silt 
clay 

0.6 0.15 -  

5 500 Layer  Topsoil Dark grey brown clay silt 20 1.8 0.12  

5 501 Layer  Subsoil Light yellow brown clay silt 20 1.8 0.28  

5 502 Layer  Natural substrate Mixed yellow brown sand silt, 
gravel and blue grey clay bands 

20 1.8 -  

5 503 Cut  Cut of feature NE-SW feature, stepped slope, 
base not fully excavated  

1.9 >2.2 >0.55  

5 504 Fill 503 Fill of feature Mid grey brown silt sand, lower fill 
in NE-SW feature 503 

1.9 >2.2 >0.45 
 

 

5 505 Fill 503 Fill of feature Dark grey clay silt, silting deposit 
within NE-SW feature 503  

1.9 >2.2 0.16 C18 
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APPENDIX B: THE FINDS 

Table 1: finds concordance 

Context Class Description Ct. Wt.(g) Spot-date 

113 prehistoric pottery QT 2 4 Lpre 

115 prehistoric pottery QT 2 4 Lpre 

116 medieval pottery 43 4 28 C16-C17  

 ?medieval pottery OXID 1 3   

 post-medieval pottery 60 7 62 
 

120 post-medieval pottery 52 2 30 C14-C16 

122 medieval pottery OXID 1 7 C12-C14 

 
shell mussel 1 6 

 124 post-medieval pottery 52 1 17 MC16-C18  

 
post-medieval pottery 80 1 13 

 
126 medieval pottery 43 1 9 MC16-C18  

 post-medieval pottery 52 2 5   

 post-medieval pottery 80 1 42 
  Iron nail 1 3   

128 ?medieval pottery 43 1 11 C18  

 post-medieval pottery 52 2 128   

 composite metal buckle 1 10   

 post-medieval pottery 60 4 35 
  copper alloy object 1 9   

 post-medieval pottery 80 2 39   

 Iron nail, object 2 61   

130 medieval pottery 43 5 64 C12-C14 

132 medieval pottery 43 3 76 C12-C14 

204 CBM frags 5 866 C16-C17  

 post-medieval pottery 52 1 69   

 post-medieval pottery 60 1 6   

 post-medieval pottery 80 1 68 
 210 Roman pottery OXID 1 2 RB 

304 CBM brick frag 2 1000 LC18-C19  

 post-medieval pottery 52 1 13   

 post-medieval pottery 80 1 9   

 modern pottery PW 2 12   

 modern pottery RWW 1 10 
 

306 Roman pottery OXID 1 13 RB 

404 CBM frags 3 16   

408 medieval pottery 43 1 15 C12-C14 

505 CBM frag 1 46 C18  

 post-medieval pottery TP RWW 1 2 
  Iron   2 595   
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Table 2: fabric codes 

Period Description Code 

Prehistoric Quartzite-tempered fabric QT 

Roman Oxidised fabric OXID 

medieval Sand and limestone-tempered fabric 43 

  Oxidised fabric OXID 

post-medieval Malvern Chase ware 52 

  Cistercian ware 60 

  Glazed earthenware, probably from Ashton Keynes 80 

post-medieval to modern Pearlware PW 

  Refined white ware (with transfer print) RWW (TP) 

Codes in bold equate to Vince’s (1983) Gloucester type series  
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APPENDIX C: THE PALAEOENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE 

Table 1: Identified animal species by fragment count (NISP) and weight and context.  

Cut Fill BOS O/C SUS LM MM Ind Total Weight (g) 

Roman 

211 210           1 1 2 

Medieval 

119 120 3 1         4 208 

119 122 2 3 1 3     9 554 

131 132 1           1 15 

Subtotal 6 4 1 3     14 777 

Post-medieval 

112 126 2     11 4   17 236 

  128 5 3   6 22   36 582 

206 204 2     1     3 469 

Subtotal 9  3   18 26   56 1287 

Modern 

  304 1           1 252 

Undated 

105 106 1       2   3 23 

109 111 8           8 1071 

Subtotal 9       2   11 1094 

Total 25 7 1 21 28 1 83   

Weight 2841 91 34 347 97 2 3412   

BOS = Cattle; O/C = sheep/goat, SUS = pig; LM= large sized mammal; MM = medium sized mammal; Ind = 
indeterminate;  
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APPENDIX D: OASIS REPORT FORM 

PROJECT DETAILS 

 

Project Name Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire: Archaeological Evaluation 

Short description  
 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Cotswold 

Archaeology between the end of January and the beginning of 

February 2017 on land at Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire. 

A total of five trenches were excavated. 

 

Ditches and pits, containing artefacts ranging in date from the late 

prehistoric and medieval periods, were identified in the northern 

and central areas of the site. It is possible that the prehistoric and 

Roman pottery was intrusive. Remains of post-medieval 

earthworks and field boundaries were recorded across the site. The 

concentration of ditches within the northern end of the site seems 

to correlate with a small enclosure and other boundary ditches 

depicted on the 1807 Inclosure map, which could represent a 

moated site of medieval date. 
Project dates 25 January to 1 February 2017 

Project type 
 

Field evaluation 

Previous work 
 

Geophysical survey (Pre-Construct Geophysics 2017)  
Desk Based Assessment (CA 2017) 

Future work Unknown 

PROJECT LOCATION  

Site Location Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire 

Study area (M
2
/ha) 1.4ha 

Site co-ordinates SO 85458 24235 

PROJECT CREATORS  

Name of organisation Cotswold Archaeology 

Project Brief originator NA 

Project Design (WSI) originator Cotswold Archaeology 

Project Manager Ian Barnes 

Project Supervisor Paolo Guarino 

MONUMENT TYPE None 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS None 

PROJECT ARCHIVES Intended final location of archive 
(museum/Accession no. if applicable) 

Content (e.g. pottery, 
animal bone etc) 
 

Physical The Museum of Gloucester Pottery, metal objects, 
animal bones 

Paper The Museum of Gloucester Trench sheets, Context 
sheets, section drawings 
(permatrace). 

Digital The Museum of Gloucester Database, digital photos, 
GPS plans. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  



© Cotswold Archaeology  

23 

 

Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire: Archaeological Evaluation 

 
CA (Cotswold Archaeology) 2017 Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire: Archaeological Evaluation. CA 
typescript report 17075 

 
 



M
O

NM
O

UTHSHIRE

NORTH

SOUTH
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

OXFORDSHIRE

COUNTY OF
HEREFORDSHIRE

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

WARWICKSHIRE
WORCESTERSH

IR
E

Cotswold
Archaeology

N

PROJECT TITLE

FIGURE TITLE

FIGURE NO.

0 1km

Reproduced from the digital Ordnance Survey Explorer map with 
the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller 
of Her Majesty's Stationery Office      Crown copyright 
Cotswold Archaeology Ltd 100002109 

c 1

Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire

Site location plan

PROJECT NO.
DATE
SCALE@A4

DRAWN BY
CHECKED BY
APPROVED BY

6158
15/02/2017
1:25,000

SO
DJB
IB

Andover  01264 347630

Cirencester  01285 771022

Exeter  01392 826185

Milton Keynes  01908 564660

w www.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

e enquiries@cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

SO

2424

2323

2222

2525

2626

2727
8484 8585 8686 8787 8888



854

855

241

242

SO

WAINLODE LANE

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey digital mapping with the permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
© Crown copyright Cotswold Archaeology Ltd 100002109.

N

DRAWN BY
CHECKED BY
APPROVED BY

SO
DJB
IB

PROJECT NO.
DATE
SCALE@A3

6158
15/02/2016
1:750

PROJECT TITLE

Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire

FIGURE TITLE

Trench location plan showing
archaeological features

FIGURE NO.

2

site boundary

evaluation trench

overhead cable buffer (10m)

archaeological feature

layer/deposit

modern

field drain

possible archaeology

earthwork line

Andover
Cirencester
Exeter
Milton Keynes

www.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk
enquiries@cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

w
e

01264 347630
01285 771022
01392 826185
01908 564660

25m0

possible archaeology
(PCG 2017)



Pit 109, 112, 114 and ditch terminal 117, looking north (scale 2m)

Stone deposit 124, looking south-east (scale 1m)

Cotswold
Archaeology

PROJECT TITLE

FIGURE TITLE

FIGURE NO.

3

Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire

Trench 1: plan, section and 
photographs

PROJECT NO.
DATE
SCALE@A3

DRAWN BY
CHECKED BY
APPROVED BY

6158
15/02/2017
1:200 and 1:20

SO
DJB
IB

Andover  01264 347630

Cirencester  01285 771022

Exeter  01392 826185

Milton Keynes  01908 564660

w www.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

e enquiries@cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

T1

ditch 119

pit 107

pit 105

deposit 128

deposit 133

pit 123

pit 109

pit 112

pit 114

posthole 103

pit/ditch
terminus 117

pit 129

ditch 131

N

1:2000 10m

archaeological feature

layer/deposit

modern

excavated intervention

A

A

pit/ditch
terminus 117

pit 114

118
116

113 

111

125
127

110
115

pit 112

pit 109

1:200 1m

19.5m
AOD

NW SE

Section AA



B

B

T2
ditch 206

ditch 209

pit 211

Ditches 206 and 209, looking south (scale 1m)

Cotswold
Archaeology

PROJECT TITLE

FIGURE TITLE

FIGURE NO.

4

Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire

Trench 2: plan, section and photograph

PROJECT NO.
DATE
SCALE@A3

DRAWN BY
CHECKED BY
APPROVED BY

6158
15/02/2017
1:200 and 1:20

SO
DJB
IB

Andover  01264 347630

Cirencester  01285 771022

Exeter  01392 826185

Milton Keynes  01908 564660

w www.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

e enquiries@cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

N

1:2000 10m

archaeological feature

field drain

excavated intervention

19.4m
AOD

E NW S

Section BB

pit 211

210
207

208

207

201

204

202

205
208

ditch 209

ditch 206

1:200 1m



Cotswold
Archaeology

N

PROJECT TITLE

FIGURE TITLE

FIGURE NO.

5

Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire

Trenches 3 and 5: plans

PROJECT NO.
DATE
SCALE@A4

DRAWN BY
CHECKED BY
APPROVED BY

6158
15/02/2017
1:200

SO
DJB
IB

Andover  01264 347630

Cirencester  01285 771022

Exeter  01392 826185

Milton Keynes  01908 564660

w www.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

e enquiries@cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

0 10m

archaeological feature

field drain

excavated intervention

T5

T3

ditch 503

pit 305

shallow
ditch 307

ditch
terminus 309

pit/ditch
terminus 310



Ditch 409, looking north (scale 0.3m)

N

1:2000 10m

archaeological feature

excavated intervention

C

C

T4

ditch 411

ditch 409

pit 413

ditch 407

pit 405

ditch 403

Cotswold
Archaeology

PROJECT TITLE

FIGURE TITLE

FIGURE NO.

6

Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire

Trench 4: plan, section and photograph

PROJECT NO.
DATE
SCALE@A3

DRAWN BY
CHECKED BY
APPROVED BY

6158
15/02/2017
1:200 and 1:20

SO
DJB
IB

Andover  01264 347630

Cirencester  01285 771022

Exeter  01392 826185

Milton Keynes  01908 564660

w www.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

e enquiries@cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

ditch 409

1:200 1m

19.6m
AOD

E W

Section CC

410



T4
T3

T2

T1

Cotswold
Archaeology

N

PROJECT TITLE

FIGURE TITLE

FIGURE NO.Reproduced from the 1807 Inclosure map with 
the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller 
of Her Majesty's Stationery Office      Crown copyright 
Cotswold Archaeology Ltd 100002109 

c 7

Wainlode Lane, Norton, Gloucestershire

1807 Inclosure map with trenches 1 - 4

PROJECT NO.
DATE
SCALE@A4

DRAWN BY
CHECKED BY
APPROVED BY

6158
15/02/2017
1:1,000 (approx’)

SO
DJB
IB

Andover  01264 347630

Cirencester  01285 771022

Exeter  01392 826185

Milton Keynes  01908 564660

w www.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

e enquiries@cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

0 50m

site boundary

archaeological feature



 

24 

  


